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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  our 
report  on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1968. 

We  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  assistance  we  have  received  during  the  year.  We  also  thank 
the  officials  and  members  of  the  staff  for  their  ever  ready  assistance. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Chairmen,  of  the  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 
January  to  May,  1968  : Councillor  R.  J.  Roberts,  J.P. 

June  to  December,  1968  : Councillor  Thomas  A.  Roberts,  J.P. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  the  District  93,097  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid-1968)  ...  4,470' 

Number  of  occupied  houses  1,590' 

Rateable  Value  £113,493 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £419 


The  estimated  population  for  1968  was  4,470  compared  with  4,490 
in  1967,  a decrease  of  20. 


DEATHS 


Comparability  Factor  : 

1.04. 

England  and 
Wales,  1968 

Hiraethog  R.D.C. 
1967  1968 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

11.9 

8.2 

14.8 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

8.4 

15.4 

Still-birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and 
still-births)  

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

18 

Nil 

69 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  l,OiOO  total  live  births)  

12.3 

Nil 

69 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live 
births)  

10.5 

Nil 

69 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births)  

25 

Nil 

69 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
during  the  year. 

which 

occurred 

2 


Total 

all  Under  4 75  & 

Cause  of  Death  Sex  Ages  weeks  35-  45-  55-  65-  over 


Enteritis  and  other 

M 















Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stomach 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Lung,  Bronchus 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breast 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leukaemia 

M 

t7 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Malignant 

M 









2 

Neoplasms,  etc. 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 

p 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

p 

1 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart 

M 





3 

1 

3 

Disease 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Forms  of 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Cerebrovascular 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Disease 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Circulatory  System 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Emphysema 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Respiratory  System 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

P 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- 

M 











Urinary  System 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  causes  of 

M 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Symptoms  and  111- 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

defined  Conditions 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

All  Other  Accidents 

M 

P 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide  and  Self 

M 

1 







1 



— 

Inflicted  Injuries 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  all  Causes 

M 

41 

5 

1 

3 

6 

10 

16 

F 

25 

1 

1 

— 

2 

6 

15 

There  were  66  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  37  the 
previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  15.4  compared  with  8.4  in  1967 
and  11.9  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these,  47  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  aged  65  years  and  over. 

Malignant  disease  was  the  cause  of  15  deaths,  of  which  2 were 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  1 was  cancer  of  the  breast. 
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Heart  and  vascular  diseases  caused  28  deaths. 

One  death  was  caused  by  enteritis  and  occurred  in  a patient  aged 
over  75  years. 

Diabetes  caused  1 death. 

Pneumonia  caused  death  in  a person  aged  over  75  years  and 
bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  caused  3 deaths  in  elderly 
people. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  caused  1 death  and  nephritis  caused  2 and 
other  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  system  caused  2 deaths. 

There  were  5 deaths  caused  by  other  symptoms  and  ill-defined 
conditions,  and  there  was  1 suicide  which  was  due  to  hanging 

There  was  1 accidental  death  compared  with  nil  last  year,  due  to 
a fall  from  a wall  which  caused  a fracture  of  the  face  and  base  of  the 
skull. 

INFANT  DEATHS 

There  were  6 infant  deaths  compared  with  nil  last  year,  giving  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  69  compared  with  nil  last  year  and  18  for 
England  and  Wales. 

These  occurred  as  follows: — 

2 male  children  died  aged  1 day  and  1 male  at  aged  35  minutes 
(triplets).  These  babies  were  born  prematurely  (at  30'  weeks  gestation) 
in  hospital  and  one  of  them  also  suffered  from  hydrops  faetalis.  The 
deaths  appear  to  have  been  unavoidable. 

One  male  child  aged  1 day  died  in  hospital  and  cause  of  death 
was  prematurity  (26  weeks  gestation).  The  Health  Visitor  reports  that 
death  in  this  case  may  have  been  prevented  by  better  ante  natal 
supervision. 

One  male  child,  aged  25  minutes,  died  in  hospital  and  cause  of 
death  was  prematurity.  This  death  appears  to  have  been  unavoidable. 

One  female  child,  aged  23  hours,  died  in  hospital  and  cause  of 
death  was  prematurity.  Death  in  this  case  may  have  been  avoidable. 

STILL-BIRTHS 

There  were  no  still-births  compared  with  Nil  last  year.  This  gives 
a Still-Birth  Rate  of  Nil  again  this  year  compared  with  14  for  England 
and  Wales. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  this  year,  again  giving  a Maternal 
Mortality  Rate  of  Nil  and  0.24  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS 

Comparability  Factor  1.18 

Number  of  births  relating  to  residents...  87 
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There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
mothers  are  admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  outside  the 
area  for  their  confinement. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

, . . . 44 

38 

82 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

3 

5 

46 

41 

87 

England  & 

Wales  Hiraethog  R.D.C. 


1968  1967  1968 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000'  population)  16.9  15.4  19.5 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  — 18.1  23.01 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  1968  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  in  1967  is  given  in  the  first  column  for 
comparison. 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total 

1967 

Total 

1968 

Under 
1 yr. 

1-5 

years 

6-15 

years 

! 16-25 
years 

26-45 

years 

Age 

unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 



3 







1 

Measles 

123 

30 

1 

14 

12 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

16 

1 

4 

6 

— 

5 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

130' 

51 

2 

22 

18 

1 

6 

2 

51  cases  were  notified  compared  with  130  the  previous  year. 

There  were  30  cases  of  measles  compared  with  123  the  previous 
year. 

16  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  compared  with  nil  the  previous 
year.  Most  of  the  cases  seemed  to  be  connected  with  cases  which 
occurred  in  an  infants’  school  in  an  adjoining  area.  Follow  up  of  case 
contacts  detected  5 carriers  who  were  clinically  well.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  3 people  were  still  excreting  sonne  dysentery. 

There  was  1 case  of  food  poisoning  compared  with  2 the  previous 
year.  This  was  due  to  salmonella  newport.  The  source  of  infection  was 
not  discovered  but  there  were  5 cases  in  an  adjoining  area.  Follow  up 
of  family  contacts  showed  that  4 members  were  also  excreting  salmon- 
ella newport.  It  was  about  3 months  before  3 negative  results  were 
received  from  cases  and  contacts. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

No  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  compared  with  1 pulmonary 
and  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  the  previous  year,  and  none 
were  added  to  the  register.  4 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 


removed,  2 liaving  left  the  area  and  2 were  cured.  1 case  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  removed,  the  patient  having  been  cured. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  on  the  tuberculosis  register 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 


Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Total 


Number  on  register  on 

1st  January,  1968  14  2 3 4 23 

Number  on  register  on 

31st  December,  1968  12  — 3 3 18 

ANTHRAX 

One  case  of  anthrax  in  a cow  was  notified,  but  following  examina- 
tion by  a Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  this  was  not  confirmed. 

BRUCELLA 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  protected  by  prophylactic 
measures: — 


Primary  Booster 


Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Tetanus  

Poliomyelitis  (sabin  vaccine) 

Measles  

Smallpox  

TUBERCULOSIS,  B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


57 

67 

55 

30 

61 

76 

48 

33 

27 

— 

32 

7 

(re-vaccination) 


The  number  of  senior  school  children 
vaccination  were  as  follows: — 


tested  and  given  B.C.G. 

Llanrwst 

Comprehensive 

School 


Number  of  children  tested  186 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  positive...  12 
Number  of  children  found  to  be  negative 

and  given  B.C.G 145 


Those  children  found  to  be  positive  were  followed  up  by  examina- 
tion at  the  nearest  chest  clinic.  Family  contacts  were  also  seen  and 
referred  for  examination. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  the  area  during  the  year. 

Food  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  is  carried  out 
by  Mr.  Hdgh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh,  and  we  are 
grateful  to  him  for  the  following  report: — 


No.  Not  genuine 

Article  taken  Genuine  or  sub-standard 


MILK  8 8 

Margarine  1 1 

Pork  Pie  1 1 

Ice  Cream  I I 

Beer  I I 

Liquid  Paraffin  I I 


Total  13  13 


In  addition  to  the  usual  tests  for  quality,  the  eight  samples  of 
milk  submitted  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  with  a 
negative  result  in  each  case.  All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives 
and  colouring  matter. 

As  you  will  no  doubt  observe,  the  year  has  been  quite  satisfactory 
and  the  amount  of  trouble  small.  Although  stringent  economy  measures 
will  prevail  during  the  next  financial  year,  this  should  in  no  way  effect 
the  sampling  programme. 

Two  particular  features  worth  commenting  on  are  the  new  medicines 
Act  and  the  publication  of  the  Analysts  report  on  pesticidal  residues. 
As  yet  I have  not  had  much  time  to  study  the  new  Act,  but  it  would 
appear  that  much  more  stringent  provisions  will  be  made  with  regard 
to  medicines  and  drugs  generally.  The  pesticidal  residue  report  is 
published  by  the  association  of  Public  Analysts  325  Kensington  Road, 
London,  S.E.ll,  and  deals  with  the  first  12  months  of  the  joint  scheme 
which  has  been  in  operation  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as 


follows: — 

Chronic  Sick  1 

Mentally  disordered  1 

Over  65  years  of  age  6 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 


One  or  two  aged  people  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
were  brought  to  our  notice  during  the  year,  but  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act.  The  Services  of  the  Health  Visitor,  District  Nurses,  Home  Helps, 
Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  County  Welfare  Department  are  made 
available  and  assist  the  elderly  to  remain  in  their  own  homes. 

GENERAL  PROGRESS  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT 

Despite  the  general  tightening  up  of  financial  restrictions  on 
capital  expenditure  the  year  was  probably  the  busiest  ever  for  the 
Council,  with  practically  every  village  having  Council  Houses  in  some 
stage  of  erection  (capital  expenditure  in  the  region  of  £100,000),  new 
Sewage  Works  and  sewer  lines  being  provided  in  the  village  of 
Cerrigydrudion  (capital  expenditure  £29,0OO),  and  Ministry  approval 
given  to  new  works,  and  lengths  of  sewer  at  Glasfryn  (capital  expendi- 
ture £8,000).  In  the  private  sector,  two  new  Schools  and  Community 
Halls  were  being  erected — Llangemyw  and  Cerrigydrudion,  together 
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with  substantial  amount  of  plans  being  submitted  for  new  houses,  recon- 
ditioning of  old  houses  and  submission  of  plans  for  the  development 
of  an  estate  of  17  houses  in  Llangernyw  and  6 at  Eglwysbach.  Two 
Public  Conveniences  were  in  course  of  erection — Ysbyty  Ifan  and 
Eglwysbach — the  latter  being  completed. 

The  overall  affect  of  this  activity  undoubtedly  slowed  down  general 
repair  and  improvement  work  to  the  older  properties  due  to  the  lack 
of  building  workers — in  fact,  it  appears  that  some  local  contractors 
are  fully  occupied  for  at  least  twelve  months  in  advance. 

The  popularity  of  the  district,  as  a tourist  and  holidaymaking 
centre  is  becoming  more  apparent  every  year,  such  that  it  is  now 
becoming  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  an  old  cottage — irrespective  of 
its  dilapidated  condition — these  being  avidly  purchased  by  people  from 
the  Merseyside  and  Manchester  areas;  indeed  there  is  a “ waiting  list  ” 
of  people  who  wish  to  be  notified  of  any  cottage  which  is  likely  to 
become  vacant  in  the  district.  One  cannot  but  admire  the  efforts  of 
these  people,  who  are  prepared  to  spend  considerable  capital  to  bring 
these  houses  into  a fit  condition,  but  equally  one  feels  that  it  is  a great 
pity  that  local  people  do  not  take  advantage  of  purchasing  such 
cottages  and  reconditioning.  The  probable  deterrent  is  the  fact  that 
local  people  do  not  have  the  capital  required  to  make  such  lavish 
improvements;  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  uneconomical  and 
impractical  for  the  Council  when  comparing  with  the  cost  of  a new 
house. 

SEWERAGES. 

The  Council  has,  since  the  war,  been  engaged  in  an  energetic 
programme  for  the  sewering  of  all  their  villages  and  hamlets,  but  as 
time  progresses  it  is  apparent  that  some  of  the  earlier  schemes  require 
major  overhauling  and  improvements — as  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
accompanying  sections.  In  all  there  are  18  sewerage  schemes,  each  of 
which  require  twice  weekly  attention,  with  weekly  decanting  of  the 
humus  and  fortnightly  of  sludge.  The  Council  are  also  responsible  for 
15  septic  tanks,  which  are  cleaned  out  by  cesspool  emptier  twice 
yearly.  Evidence  of  satisfactory  maintenance,  is  seen  by  the  results 
of  the  analyses  of  effluent,  taken  by  the  Gwynedd  River  Authority  and 
the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Authority  respectively,  all  of  which  over  the 
year  proved  to  be  satisfactory — these  are  taken  bi-monthly 

Being  an  extremely  scrattered  rural  district  with  the  lack  of  dense 
areas  of  population — the  larger  villages  being  Eglwysbach,  Llangernyw 
and  Cerrigydrudion — it  is  natural  that  a tremendous  number  of  houses 
are  served  by  their  own  septic  tank — in  fact  there  are  at  present  over 
700  septic  tanks  and  it  is  essential  that  the  Council  should  face  the 
possibility  of  operating  a cesspool  emptying  service;  at  present  reliance 
is  being  made  on  the  services  of  a private  operator  at  £3  10s.  Od.  per 
load — householders  having  to  pay  this  themselves.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  many  of  these  tanks  are  overflowing  and  causing  a nuisance  by 
pollution  of  water  courses  and  ditches. 

The  position  in  regard  to  the  various  schemes  which  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  is  as  follows: — 

CERRIGYDRUDION 

This  village  was  originally  sewered  and  provided  with  sewerage 
works  in  1925.  Unfortunately  over  the  years  this  has  become  over- 
loaded and  defective  and  throughout  the  year,  work  was  in  progress 
for  construction  of  new  works  and  the  re-laying  of  500  lineal  yards  of 
9in.  sewers — the  latter  being  necessary  due  to  the  fact  that  the  old 


8 


sewers  were  disintegrating  and  admitting  copious  amounts  of  sub-soil 
water.  The  works  themselves,  costing  £18,000,  whilst  the  lengths  of 
new  sewers  cost  an  additional  £16,000;  the  work  was  designed  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton, 
Birmingham.  The  delay  in  the  construction  of  these  works  has  held 
back  the  erection  of  new  Council  Houses,  a school  and  private  dwel- 
lings— but  these  are  now  in  the  course  of  construction. 

TAN  LAN 

This  small  scheme  was  designed  to  serve  10  properties  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Welsh  Office  during  the  year  for  approval.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  lowest  tender  of  £10,265  was  determined  by  the  Welsh 
Office  as  being  excessive  and  its  commencement  refused.  In  the  light  of 
these  facts  it  appears  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  individual  owners  to  provide  their  own  septic 
tanks  and  obtain  either  Discretionary  or  Standard  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Acts.  The  position  is  most  unsatisfactory  as  thisi  is  the  only 
remaining  hamlet  within  the  district  from  which  night  soil  is  collected. 

DINMAEL 

Constructed  in  1925  these  works  are  outdated  and  in  a bad  state 
of  repair — during  the  year  plans  and  tenders  were  obtained  for  a new 
sewerage  disposal  works  on  the  septic  tank  principle  with  land  filtra- 
tion at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3,500.  The  scheme  was  to  serve  16 
houses  and  one  school,  but  the  tender  and  commencement  of  the  work 
has  been  refused  by  the  Welsh  Office  for  grant  purposes.  It  is  only 
hoped  that  the  position  will  be  reviewed  in  the  course  of  the  next 
twelve  months. 

GLASER  YN 

Constructed  in  1925,  the  present  arrangements  consist  of  settle- 
ment tank  with  upward  flow  filtration.  The  works  themselves  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  sewer  lengths  are  defective  and  in  conse- 
quence, plans  were  prepared  and  tenders  obtained  for  their  renewal 
with  improved  sewer  lines.  The  tender  of  £8,340  has  been  accepted 
by  the  Welsh  Office  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  commenced 
in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

MURIAU 

This  is  a small  hamlet  of  6 houses  (together  with  planning  consent 
for  another  2 private  dwellings) — which  is  at  present  served  by  an 
ineffective  settlement  tank  and  land  filtration.  Plans  were  prepared 
during  the  year  for  a new  disposal  works  on  the  septic  tank  principle 
new  lengths  of  sewers  to  replace  the  existing  defective  combined 
drains.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is  £7,900  and  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Welsh  Office  for  observations. 

LLANGERNYW 

This  village  with  its  relatively  easy  accessibility  to  Abergele  is  a 
possible  focal  point  for  future  private  development.  An  estate  of  17 
houses  is  anticipated  within  the  next  twelve  months,  whilst  outline 
planning  consent  has  been  given  to  use  land  for  housing  purposes  for 
another  80  to  85  houses  plus  cafe.  Having  regard  to  these  factors,  the 
Council  have  entered  into  formal  consultation  with  the  Gwynedd  River 
Authority  to  ascertain  the  possibility  of  improvements  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  existing  sewerage  works  should  this  progress  be  factual. 

Generally,  in  regard  to  the  district  as  a whole,  the  sewerage 
disposal  arrangements  are  reasonably  adequate  in  the  villages  and  it 
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is  certainly  hoped  that  the  Welsh  Office  will  not  withhold  improve- 
ments of  the  works  at  Dinmael  and  that  some  arrangements  can  be 
made  in  regard  to  Tan  Lan,  as  outlined  above;  in  regard  to  septic 
tanks,  however,  suitable  arrangements  should  be  arrived  at  in  regard 
to  periodic  cleaning.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  section  on  Housing,  a 
considerable  number  of  properties  are  still  on  “privy”  closets  and  some 
co-ordinated  attack  should  be  made  in  the  future  by  utilising  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Housing  Grants  to  solve  this  problem, 

HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 

The  undermentioned  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  relating 
to  properties  within  the  district  which  are  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewer  or  private  septic  tanks.  21  houses  were  converted  during  the 
year  to  septic  tank  drainage,  with  the  consequent  facilities  of  water 
closet,  bath  and  wash-hand  basin. 


Wash-hand 

Sewer  Septic  Tank  W.C.  Bath  Basin 

1968  1956  1968  1956  1968  1956  1968  1956  1968  1956 


Eglwysbach  

61 

50 

94 

38 

162 

88 

132 

51 

163 

60 

Llanddoget  

19 

— 

43 

12 

58 

12 

54 

11 

51 

13 

Llangernyw  

54 

— 

88 

46 

139 

46 

104 

48 

140 

52 

Gwytherin  

13 

9 

39 

7 

51 

16 

45 

14 

44 

16 

Llanrwst  Rural. 

59 

16 

150 

75 

201 

91 

161 

81 

60 

86 

Tir  Ifan  

20 

— 

21 

12 

42 

12 

41 

7 

35 

10 

Pentrefoelas  .... 

32 

— 

36 

19 

79 

19 

63 

18 

76 

18 

Cerrigydrudion 

68 

73 

91 

34 

152 

107 

127 

57 

146 

65 

Llanfihangel 
G.M  

9 

3 

34 

8 

41 

11 

41 

13 

52 

13 

Llangwm  

12 

14 

87 

34 

102 

48 

89 

38 

97 

45 

Totals  

347 

165 

683 

285 

1027 

440 

857 

338 

864 

378 

Present  statistics  indicate  that  66%  of  occupied  properties  within 
the  district  are  connected  to  a sewer  or  private  septic  tank. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  at  present  6 public  conveniences  at  Cerrigydrudion, 
Llangwm,  Pentrefoelas,  Llangernyw,  Eglwysbach  and  Llanfihangel 
G.M.  The  conveniences  at  Eglwysbach  were  constructed  during  the 
year  at  a cost  of  £1,525,  whilst  another  convenience  was  commenced 
at  Ysbyty  Ifan  at  a tendered  price  of  £1,643.  It  is  expected  to  be 
completed  during  the  year.  Generally  all  the  conveniences  are  well 
maintained,  but  difficulty  does  arise  at  Pentrefoelas,  which  being 
adjacent  to  the  A. 5 Trunk  road,  is  heavily  used  during  the  summer 
months;  in  fact,  during  these  periods  the  conveniences  could  easily 
be  doubled  in  size,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  considered  that  this 
should  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Highway  Authority  or  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  in  this  case. 

Undoubtedly  serious  problems  exist  with  other  lay-bys  by  fouling 
of  the  immediate  adjacent  areas;  to  some  extent  the  County  Council 
have  attempted  to  alleviate  the  matter  by  indicating  the  mileage  to 
the  nearest  convenience.  It  is  suggested  that  the  answer  would  be 
mobile  conveniences  for  which  coach  bodies  could  be  utilised — the 
method  of  disposal  being,  of  course,  chemical;  at  the  end  of  the  busy 
period  these  coaches  could  then  be  stored. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  larger  part  of  the  district,  including  all  villages  and  hamlets, 
with  the  exception  of  Llanfiangel  G.M.,  is  supplied  by  the  West 
Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board  from  their  impounding 
lake  at  Llyn  Conwy,  Ysbyty  Ifan.  The  only  other  exception  to  this 
is  a small  minor  area  of  Eglwysbach — supplied  by  the  Conway  Valley 
Water  Board,  and  the  hamlets  of  Pentrellyncymer  and  Llanfihangel 
G.M. — supplied  by  the  Wirral  Water  Board  from  the  Alwen  Reservoir. 

Having  regard  to  its  large  acreage  and  lack  of  large  centres  of 
population,  the  area  can  generally  with  certain  exceptions  be  stated 
to  be  comprehensively  and  well  served  by  water  mains,  although  there 
are  obvious  areas  of  isolated  farmsteads  and  homesteads  which  still 
require  this  facility. 

14  schemes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £110,000  to  serve  118  properties 
was  intended  by  the  Council  prior  to  the  Water  Undertaking  being 
passed  to  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board. 
The  present  position  in  regard  to  these  schemes  is  that  the  Council 
have  agreed  to  meet  the  deficits  which  are  to  be  borne  by  them  (The 
Board)  on  all  schemes  appearing  in  the  following  Tables  A.  & B. 


CONSULTANTS  SCHEMES  IN  HIRAETHOG  R.D.  TABLE  A. 
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BOARD’S  SCHEMES  IN  HIRAETHOG  R.D.  TABLE  B. 
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24  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  determination  of  lead  content 
during  the  year  and  5 properties  were  found  to  have  lead  content  in 
their  supply  varying  in  determination  from  0.20^  to  0.69  parts  per 
million,  which  far  exceeds  the  limit  of  0.04  parts  per  million  recom- 
mended by  the  World  Health  Organization.  The  water  concerned  was 
drawn  from  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board’s  supply  from  Llyn 
Cowlyd  and  Llyn  Eigiau.  It  obviously  attacked  the  varying  lengths 
of  lead  services  to  the  properties,  in  fact,  the  amount  of  lead  content 
was  commensurate  with  the  lengths  of  lead  services.  The  occupiers 
have  been  warned  to  discard  the  first  five  minutes  of  draw  off  in  the 
morning,  whilst  in  addition,  the  Water  Board  have  indicated  that  they 
are  adopting  a process  to  correct  the  water.  The  accompanying  table 
shows  the  chemicat  analysis  of  the  raw  water  from: — 

1.  Llyn  Conwy — being  the  main  part  of  the  West 
Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board’s 
supply. 

2.  Llyn  Cowlyd  supplying  the  Conway  Valley  Water 
Board. 

3.  Llyn  Alwen  supplying  the  Wirral  Water  Board. 


LLYN  CONWY 
ANALYSIS 


Appearance  Clear  and  colourless 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  5.0 


parts  per  million 


Total  solids  18 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.005 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.005 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours 

27  degrees  C 2.2 

Total  hardness  8 

Temporary  hardness  4 

Permanent  hardness  4 

Alkalinity  4 

Free  Chlorine  Nil 

Potassium,  as  K — 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn  0.1 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  Nil 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Fluorine  less  than  0.1 
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COWLYD  LAKE 
ANALYSIS 

Appearance  Clear 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  5.8 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids  56 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  , Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  less  than  0.5 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours 

at  27  degrees  C 1.4 

Total  hardness 25 

Temporary  hardness  8 

Permanent  hardness  17 

Alkalinity  8 

Free  Chlorine  — 

Potassium,  as  K 0.4 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn  — 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  — 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Total  residual  Chlorine  Nil 

Free  available  Chlorine  Nil 

OPINION 

The  water  is  very  acid  and  contains  a negligible  concentration  of 
bicarbonate  alkalinity.  It  will  be  highly  corrosive  to  metals.  The 
organic  condition  is  satisfactory  and  the  fluorine  content  is  negligible. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  samples 
of  water  taken  from  the  various  mains  water  supplies: — 


15 


LLYN  ALWEN 

ANALYSIS 


Results-expressed 
in  parts  per 
million  unless 
otherwise  stated 


pH  9.5 

Colour  (Hazen)  14 

Conductivity  as  Micromhos/cm3  at  20'  degrees  C.  ...  110 

Turbidity  as  Silica  2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  Nil 

Alkalinity  as  CaC0  3 18 

Permanent  Hardness  as  CaC03  16 

Total  Hardness  as  CaC03  34 

Calcium  Hardness  as  CaC03  25 

Magnesium  Hardness  as  CaC03  9 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours  at 

27  degree  C.  1.3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  0.22 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.07 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  0.06 

Phosphate  as  P20  5 0.10 

Silicate  as  SiO  2 2.4 

Chloride  as  Cl  16 

Iron  as  Fe  0.04 

Manganese  as  Mn  Nil 

Aluminium  as  A1  Nil 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped 
water  supply  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  (the  figures  do  not 
include  Council  Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises); — 


Mains  Supply  Private  Supply  Well 

Internal  External  Internal  External  Supply,  etc. 
1968  1955  1968  1955  1968  1955  1968  1955  1968  1955 


Eglwysbach  .... 

169 

116 

3 

Llanddoget  

89 

— 

— 

Llangernyw  

180 

55 

1 

Gwytherin  

51 

18 

— 

Llanrwst  Rural. 

250 

20 

2 

Tir  Ifan  

42 

11 

— 

Pentrefoelas  . . 

105 

22 

1 

Cerrig-y-drudion 

205 

93 

8 

Llanfihangel  G.M. 

50' 

18 

— 

Llangwm  

97 

9 

2 

10 

40 

48 

3 

8 

14 

50 

— 

5 

25 

1 

10 

1 

31 

13 

20 

56 

1 

5 

21 

72 

2 

20 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

13 

59 

125 

3 

10 

27 

145 

14 

10 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

7 

16 

21 

1 

8 

15 

65 

44 

27 

30 

— 

5 

10 

60 

4 

17 

18 

2 

6 

3 

44 

— 

47 

79 

4 

16 

15 

73 

1238  362  17  107  261  429  16  71  116  571 
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No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  489 

Samples  taken  from  public  supplies  41 

Samples  taken  from  private  supplies  19 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  ...  51 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  7 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Date  sampled  Plate  Count  B.Coli.  B.  Coli. 
and  name  24  hrs.  at  2 days  at  per 

of  Supply  37°  C.  37°  C.  100  ml.  Remarks 


LLANDDOGET 


17. 

1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

8. 

2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6. 

3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

22. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — 'Excellent 

2. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

8. 

8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

EGLWYSBACH 
17.  1.68 

0 

2 

0 

Class  2 — Unsatisfactory 

25. 

1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — lExcellent 

6. 

3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — ^Excellent 

24. 

4.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

22. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

29. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

15. 

7.68 

0 

35 

35 

Class  3 — Unsatisfactory 

16. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — ^Excellent 

22. 

8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

CAPEL 

1. 

GARMON 

2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1. 

3.68 

0 

0 

O' 

Class  1 — ^Excellent 

15. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1. 

8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

NEBO' 

1. 

2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1. 

3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

15. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1. 

8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

LLANGERNYW 
19.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

20. 

2.68 

0 

1 

0 

Class  2 — Unsatisfactory 

14. 

3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

24. 

4.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

29. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

10. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

20. 

8.68 

0 

3 

0 

Class  2 — 'Unsatisfactory 

2.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

GWYTHERIN 
19.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6. 

3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

24. 

4.68 

0 

0 

O' 

Class  1 — Excellent 

29. 

5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

10. 

7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

22. 

8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 
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Date  sampled 
and  name 
of  supply 

Plate  Count 
24  hrs.  at 
37°  C. 

: B.Coli. 

2 days  at 
37°  C. 

B.  Coll, 
per 

100  ml. 

Remarks 

PANDY  TUDUR 

19.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.  3.68 

0 

0 

O' 

Class  1 — Excellent 

12.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

14.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

24.  4.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

29.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

10.  7.68 

0 

0 

O' 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

22.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

MELIN-Y-COED 

8.  2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

22.  5 68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

8.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

LLANRWST  RURAL 
15.  5.68  0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

CERRIGYDRUDION 
25.  1.68  0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

27.  6.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.12.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

LLANGWM 

25.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.12.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

TY  NANT 

27.  6.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

GLASFRYN 

1.  2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

15.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

27.  6.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

MAERDY 

25.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

15.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

27.  6.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Public  Water  Supplies  (continued) 


Date  sampled 
and  name 
of  supply 

Plate  Count  B.Coli. 
24  hrs.  at  2 days  at 
37°  C.  37°  C. 

B.  Coli. 
per 

100  ml. 

Remarks 

CEFN  BRITH 
25.  1.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

PENTREFOELAS 

1.  2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  3.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

15.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.12.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

LLANFIHANGEL 
25.  1.68 

G.M. 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

28.  5.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

27.  6.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

17.  7.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

6.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

TIR  IFAN 

1.  2.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

1.  8.68 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 — Excellent 

HOUSING 

A total  of  242  houses  was  notified  to  the  Ministry  in  1955  as 
being  completely  unfit  for  human  habitation  with  a further  figure  of 
171  houses  as  borderline  cases — this  having  been  reached  by  compre- 
hensive survey  of  each  house  in  the  district.  By  the  end  of  19G8  the 
figure  of  grossly  unfit  houses  had  been  reduced  to  43  with  a further 
45  borderline  cases. 

This  is  satisfactory  progress,  but  housing  conditions  are  always  in 
a perpetual  state  of  flux,  such  that  some  houses,  which  originally 
appeared  sound,  now  require  to  be  repaired;  equally  the  minimum 
standard  of  the  Housing  Acts  1936/57  is  being  gradually  superseded 
with  that  of  the  Standard/Discretionary  Grants,  which  during  the 
coming  year  will  of  course  be  coupled  with  the  new  Housing  Bill. 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to  the  implementation  of 
“ improvement  areas  ” under  the  present  legislation,  but  this  was 
deferred.  All  houses  in  the  district  have  been  classified  into  the 
following  groups: — > 

Class  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 — Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Acts,  or 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  3 — Requiring  repairs,  structural  alteration  or  improvements 
of  a more  extensive  nature  than  Class  2.  Possibly  action 
under  Section  9 could  be  taken,  but  probably  preferable 
under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  4 — Extreme  disrepair  and  suggested  for  demolition,  either 
individually  or  collectively  as  Clearance  areas. 
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The  present  position  in  regard  to  classification  in  the  district 
compared  with  the  first  report  in  1955  is  as  follows: — 


196S  

AGRICULTURAL  DOMESTIC 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 


Eglwysbach  

45 

30 

Llanddoget  

8 

6 

Llangernyw  

42 

32 

Gwytherin  

23 

9 

Llanrwst  Rural  

68 

48 

Tir  Ifan  

12 

3 

Pentrefoelas  

20 

25 

Cerrigydrudion  

43 

31 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

22 

29 

Llangwm  

35 

52 

323  265 


3 

3 

94 

31 

3 

3 

— 

— 

42 

4 

2 

1 

— 

3 

52 

39 

6 

3 

1 

1 

18 

3 

— 

1 

6 

4 

66 

50 

4 

4 

1 

1 

18 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

38 

20 

2 

3 

2 

1 

68 

44 

4 

6 

6 

— 

17 

11 

— 

— 

1 

2 

44 

32 

1 

4 

23 

16 

465 

236 

22 

27 

1955  

AGRICULTURAL  DOMESTIC 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Eglwysbach  

14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

Llanddoget  

5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

Llangernyw  

...  18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

Gwytherin  

5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3 

Llanrwst  Rural  

. . . 30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

Tir  Ifan  

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

Pentrefoelas  

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

35 

10 

13 

Cerrigydrudion  

...  12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

34 

Llanfihangel  G.M.  ... 

8 

16 

3 

4 

13 

33 

9 

4 

Llangwm  

17 

62 

8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

120 

382 

84 

67 

287 

353 

87 

164 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

Statistics  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  10' 


Unfit  houses  made  fit: — 

After  informal  action  by  the  Council  48 

After  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  9 

After  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  5 


Clearing  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  has  proceeded  at  a satis- 
factory pace,  but  certain  anomalies  must  occur  and  will  probably  be 
only  resolved  over  a period  of  years,  e g.  the  problem  of  the  elderly 
person  who  is  unwilling  to  be  moved  to  a new  Local  Authority  bunga- 
low, or  the  unfit  and  uneconomical  farmhouse. 
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The  clearing  of  unfit  houses  can  be  accelerated  during  the  coining 
year  in  such  villages  as  Cerrigydrudion,  where  10  bungalows  are  being 
erected  and  the  Council  should  act  accordingly.  Emphasis  is  becoming 
increasingly  apparent  each  year  for  periodical  inspection  of  houses, 
so  that  notices  of  repair,  both  formal  and  informal,  can  be  served  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act.  In  this  respect  it  is  essential 
to  realise  that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  build  new  houses  but  also 
to  preserve  the  stock  of  old  houses  within  the  area  and  to  bring  them 
with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants,  to  a fit  and  habitable  condition. 
Militating  against  this  at  the  present  moment,  is  the  lack  of  con- 
tractors in  the  district  to  undertake  general  repair  work,  together  with 
the  lack  of  time  to  make  the  necessary  inspections. 

PRIVATE  BUILDING 


8 private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  with  a further 
4 in  the  course  of  erection.  Private  building  within  the  area  is  limited 
with  the  posible  exception  of  Llangernyw  and  Eglwysbach;  at  Llan- 
gernyw  it  is  intended  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  an  estate  of  17 
houses — whilst  outline  planning  approval  has  been  granted  for  the  use 
of  land  for  a further  12  and  80  houses  respectively.  In  Eglwysbach 
another  site  has  been  approved  for  12  houses. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  persuade  house-owners  to  take  advantage 
of  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants.  The  Council  feel  that  as  the 
area  is  scattered  this  is  the  ideal  way  of  solving  the  problem  of  the 
older  house.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  properties 
improved  during  the  year  and  the  amount  paid  in  grants.  Few  houses 
have  been  improved  in  the  year  with  the  aid  of  grants  under  the  Hill 
Farming  Act,  it  being  obvious  that  the  majority  of  farms  have  already 
taken  advantage  of  this  scheme. 


STANDARD  GRANTS 
Owner/Occ.  Tenanted 


1.  No.  of  applications  received  12  2 

No.  of  applications  approved  12  2 

No.  of  applications  refused  — — 

2.  No.  of  dwellings  improved  12  2 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £3,034 

4.  Average  grant  per  house  £155 

5.  Amenities  provided  (a)  fixed  bath  15 

(b)  shower  — 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  10 

(d)  hot  water  supply  15 

(e)  water  closet  12 

(1)  within  dwelling  11 


(2)  accessible  from 

dwelling  1 

15 


(f)  food  store 
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DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Owner/Occ.  Tenanted 

1. 

No.  of  applications  received  

16 

2 

2. 

No.  of  applications  approved  

16 

2 

3. 

No,  of  applications  refused  

— 

— 

4. 

No  of  dwellings  improved  

16 

2 

5. 

Amount  paid  in  grants  

£3,180 

6. 

Average  grant  per  house  

£400 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of 

improvement  grant 

schemes 

the 

Council  have  paid: — 

Standard  Grants  

£8,703 

Discretionary  Grants  

£12,605 

With  a further  £6,000  promised. 

The  number  of  Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants  appeared  to 
fall  during  the  year — the  applicants  probably  awaiting  the  advent  of 
the  new  Housing  Bill  with  its  increased  aid;  it  is  a great  pity  that  there 
is  delay  in  the  implementation  of  this  Act. 

ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

As  mentioned  elsewhere  more  Council  House  building  is  proceed- 
ing within  the  district  than  at  any  other  time  in  its  history,  and  this 
again  despite  the  fact  that  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
getting  the  tenders  within  the  cost  of  the  yardstick.  During  the  year  the 
following  were  completed: — 

Dinmael  2 bungalows 

Llangwm  2 bungalows 

Llanddoget  2 houses 

ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  following  schemes  are  in  active  preparation,  either  at  planning 
stage,  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Office  for  approval,  or  in  the  course  of 
erection. 

Pandy  Tudur  2 Bungalows  in  course  of  erection. 

6 Bungalows  further  proposed. 

Gwytherin  2 Bungalows  in  course  of  erection. 

Llangernyw  6 Houses  and  2 Bungalows  in  course  of 

erection. 

Eglwysbach  6 Houses  and  2 Bungalows  in  course  of 

erection. 

4 Houses  and  2 Bungalows  erected  during 
the  year. 

Melin-y-Coed  4 Houses  and  4 Bungalows  out  for  tender. 

Capel  Garmon  2 Bungalows  completed  and  2 further 

proposed. 

Pentrefoelas  2 Houses  and  4 Bungalows  in  course  of 

erection, 

2 Houses  completed  during  the  year. 
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Erection  of  Council  Houses  (continued) 


Cerrigydrudion  10  Bungalows  in  the  course  of  erection. 

Ysbyty  Ifan  2 Bungalows  erected. 

Llanfihangel  G.M.  2 Bungalows  completed  during  the  year. 

2 other  proposed. 

Llangwm  2 Bungalows  completed. 

2 other  proposed. 

Dinmael  2 Bungalows  completed. 

2 other  proposed. 

Glasfryn  4 Houses  in  course  of  erection. 


It  is  felt  that  two-bedroomed  bungalows  are  admirably  suited  not 
only  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  aged  person,  but  also  for  small 
families.  The  Council  intend  to  offer  existing  tenants  of  Council 
Houses  who  do  not  have  a family  or  who  have  a grown  up  family  to 
transfer  to  the  tenancy  of  a new  bungalow,  thus  freeing  three- 
bedroomed  houses  for  family  purposes. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

A weekly  collection  is  made  throughout  the  district  using  the 
disposable  paper  sack  system.  Collection  has  been  found  to  be  hygienic 
and  convenient,  especially  having  regard  to  the  vastness  of  the  area 
from  which  the  collection  is  taken.  A door  to  door  collection  is  made 
except  in  the  case  of  farmhouses,  who  are  requested  to  bring  their 
refuse  to  the  farm  entrance,  other  farmsteads  and  isolated  properties 
are  requested  to  bring  their  refuse  to  the  nearest  road  junction  along 
which  the  refuse  vehicle  passes.  Where  the  refuse  has  to  stand  on  the 
roadside  a plastic  sack  is  supplied,  which  equally  applies  to  the  cater- 
ing and  commercial  properties.  Fully  guarded  free  standing  holders  are 
issued — one  to  each  property.  Hotels,  etc.,  may  obtain  extra  holders 
upon  payment.  For  collection  purposes  a 5 ton  open  flat  bottom  trunk 
with  slatted  sides  is  used  in  lieu  of  a specialised  vehicle  and  has  until 
recently  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  especially  as  the  district 
has  no  large  centres  of  population.  It  is  becoming  obvious  however, 
that  the  vehicle  is  now  becoming  too  small,  for  the  following  reasons. 

1.  Refuse  is  becoming  bulkier  and  lighter. 

2.  Psychological  factor  that  a householder  has  now  come  to 
depend  upon  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  as  such  does 
not  bother  to  burn  any  waste  material. 

3.  General  advent  of  electricity  to  the  area  with  less  open  fires. 

4.  Continual  increase  in  properties  collected. 

5.  Present  day  farmer  does  not  feel  inclined  to  dispose  of  his 
own  refuse,  maintaining  that  there  is  no  land  available,  and 
that  animal  health  is  also  involved. 

6.  Public  feel  that  they  should  obtain  some  service  for  the 
general  rates  paid. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  a 4 cwt.  Pick-up  vehicle 
also  is  used  as  a satellite  to  implement  the  work  of  the  general  refuse 
vehicle. 

Over  the  last  two  years  it  can  be  safely  stated  that  the  number 
of  properties  collected  has  probably  doubled,  a fact  which  is  very 
obvious  by  the  increased  tipping  space  now  required. 
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No.  of  vehicles  (1  lorry)  (1  pick-up) 

No.  of  sacks  collected,  including  Caravan 

Sites  and  Lay-by  holders  1,900 

No.  of  miles  travelled  in  year  24,100' 

No.  of  men  employed  3 

Cost  per  collection  per  annum  £3  6s.  Od. 

Total  cost  of  service  £6,000 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

One  refuse  tip  only,  is  necessary  to  serve  the  whole  of  the  district, 
and  is  sited  on  wet  moorland  close  to  the  village  of  Pentrefoelas. 
Generally,  tipping  space  is  unlimited,  but  difficulty  does  arise  due  to 
the  lack  of  top  soil  covering  and  crows.  Top  soil  covering  is  virtually 
non-existent,  and  the  problem  is  overcome  by  opening  one  part  of  the 
used  tip  and  using  the  material  therefrom  for  covering  up  the  new 
area.  This  has  been  a relatively  satisfactory  system,  but  recent  increase 
in  the  refuse  to  be  disposed  of  does  mean  that  one  man  could  be 
employed,  at  least  part-time,  with  machine  shovel  or  tractor  to  keep 
the  area  tidy  and  covered.  Unfortunately  the  financial  aspect  enters 
upon  this  subject,  and  in  any  case  if  capital  was  of  no  importance,  the 
probable  answer  would  be  the  siting  of  a refuse  pulveriser  at  a 
strategic  point  where  refuse  from  adjoining  Authorities  could  also  be 
disposed  of;  the  latter  sharing  in  the  capital  costs  and  running  thereof. 

The  immediate  solution  is  a new  refuse  vehicle  which  would 
secure  shredding  and  compaction  of  the  load,  saving  space  on  the  tip, 
whilst  saving  time  in  stacking  of  the  sacks — this  would  also  enable 
a further  number  of  properties  to  be  collected. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 

During  the  year  the  universal  problem  of  the  abandoned  car  was 
raised  and  the  Council  have  given  great  thought  to  their  policy  on 
this  matter.  The  decided  policy  is: — 

1.  All  persons  desirous  of  disposing  of  a vehicle  may  do  so  free 
of  charge — if  it  is  deposited  by  the  owner  on  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip  by  arrangement. 

2.  If  an  owner  requires,  a vehicle  will  be  collected  and  disposed 
of  by  the  Council — a charge  for  which  will  be  £6  if  the 
vehicle  does  not  have  an  axle,  or  rear  wheels,  or  £3  10s.  Od. 
otherwise.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  a dealer  to 
collect  vehicles  from  the  tip  and  reimburse  the  Council  if  they 
have  useful  equipment. 

Two  abandoned  cars  were  removed  and  disposed  of  during  the 
year  from  road  verges — the  owners  were  untraceable. 

There  is  a gradual  increasing  problem  within  the  district  of  refuse 
being  deposited,  apparently  by  residents  from  outside  the  district  on 
road  verges,  etc.,  especially  the  Upper  Colwyn  Bay  Road.  The  Council 
have  wisely  decided  to  be  responsible  for  the  clearing  of  such  deposits, 
so  as  to  keep  the  district  tidy — but  it  is  not  a task  which  is  financially 
rewarding. 
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NIGHT  SOIL 

This  is  still  carried  out  in  the  hamlet  of  Tanlan  from  nine  houses. 


The  statistics  relating  to  this  are,  as  follows: — 

No.  of  premises  from  which  Night  Soil  is  collected.  . 9 

Cost  of  collection  £110 

Cost  per  premises  collected  £9  10s.  Od, 


LITTER  BASKETS 

An  annual  contract  is  made  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Council 
for  the  emptying  of  litter  baskets  provided  by  them  at  lay-bys  for  the 
sum  of  £12  each.  This  system  worked  well,  but  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced at  lay-bys  on  the  A. 5 trunk  road.  The  Denbighshire  County 
Council  experimented  with  disposable  sacks  at  some  lay-bys, 
particularly  on  the  A.496.  Llanrwst/Talycafn  road  and  one  must 
comment  that  they  are  more  hygienic  and  tidier  than  open  wire 
baskets  which  allow  crows  and  others  birds  to  spread  the  refuse  on 
surrounding  ground. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

With  the  Nant  Conway  Rural  District  Council  a full-time  operator 
is  employed  and  over  the  years  the  system  has  worked  satisfactorily. 
The  operator  being  employed  on  alternate  weeks  with  each  Authority 
This  Council  enters  into  annual  contracts  with  farms  and  business 
premises  for  regular  servicing  and  a revenue  of  £150  was  obtained 
during  the  year. 

There  was  a relatively  heavy  major  rat  infestation  in  numerous 
properties — to  some  extent  greater  than  that  for  many  years  past.  It 
is  as  well  for  farmers  and  others  at  this  point  to  be  aware  of  the  fact 
that  rodents  are  known  carriers  of  foot  and  mouth  virus,  Weil’s 
Disease,  apart  from  the  other  losses  which  they  cause  by  damaging 
feeding ’stuffs,  etc. 

Farmers  should  also  be  especially  aware  of  the  immunity  which 
some  rats  are  having  to  anti-coagulant  poisons  such  as  Warfarin.  It  is 
essential  that  ample  poisoned  bait  is  available  to  kill  all  the  rats  on 
the  premises  when  treatment  is  being  undertaken,  to  prevent  a reservoir 
of  “ part  poisoned  ” rats,  which  in  time  will  breed  to  give  immunity 
to  their  offspring. 

In  this  respect  the  practice  of  the  farmer  who  buys  the  “odd  tin  ’’ 
of  Warfarin  ready  mixed  to  bait  and  kill  what  he  believes  to  be 
the  “ odd  ’’  rat  on  the  farm  is  to  be  deprecated. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  of  the  Operator  during  the 
year:— 


Number  of  properties  in  Council’s  District  75  lOO'l  596  360  3032 
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Number  of  “ Block  ” control  schemes  carried  out 


CARAVANS 


This  is  not  a problem  within  the  district,  but  during  the  summer 
months  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  many  unauthorised  sitings — 12  such 
developments  were  reported  to  the  Planning  Authority.  16  Site  Licences 
have  been  issued  by  the  Council  for  26  caravans  and  during  inspection 
all  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  laid  down.  It  is  suggested  that  a convenient  site  could  be 
made  available  for  touring  caravans  in  the  Uwch  Aled  area,  it  being 
apparent  that  caravanners  travelling  a distance  would  find  it  a con- 
venient stopping  place  before  proceeding  to  the  Lleyn  Peninsular  or 
Anglesey — equally  the  attraction  of  Bala  being  developed  as  a holiday 
centre  could  have  an  infludence. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Regular  inspection,  together  with  the  higher  standard  now  being 
required  by  customers — to  some  extent  the  result  of  the  advent  of  the 
multiple  store — is  helping  to  increase  the  standard  of  food  handling 
within  the  district.  Whilst  structural  improvements  are  continually 
taking  place,  it  is  apparent  that  many  food  handlers,  as  well  as  the 
housewife  do  not  understand  the  reasons  behind  the  basic  elements  of 
food  hygiene  and  the  posibility  cross-infection  between  handler  and 
foodstuff.  In  this  latter  respect  there  is  need  for  the  customer  to  realise 
that  this  care  should  be  carried  through  to  his  or  her  own  kitchen 
and  it  is  queried  whether  schoolchildren  are  taught  the  basic  elements 
of  food  hygiene,  and  whether  improvements  could  be  obtained  by 
liaison  between  the  Education  Authorities  and  the  Public  Health 
Department,  for  the  giving  of  lectures,  demonstrations,  etc. 

Whilst  cleanliness  in  the  food  shop  is  essential — the  problem  of 
adequate  temperature  control  in  the  shop  and  home  is  equally  import- 
ant for  the  safeguarding  of  potential  hazardous  foods,  which  is  after  all 
the  really  important  factor  in  the  prevention  of  outbreaks  of  food  poison- 
ing. Refrigerators  should  be  operated  at  the  correct  temperature  and 
the  customer  should  be  aware  of  the  dangers  of  under-cooking  such 
food  as  frozen  chickens.  Inadequate  heat  penetration  has  been  the 
cause  of  many  outbreaks  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning.  The  following 
table  relates  to  food  premises  within  the  district  and  the  number  of 
inspections  carried  out: — 


No.  of 
premises 

No.  of  No.  of 

visits  No.  of  Notices 

paid  Contraventions  .served 

Formal  Informal 

Shops  (Grocery  and  Mixed) 

56 

134 

16 

1 

6 

Bakehouses  ■ 

3 

24 

2 

— 

1 

Public  Hbuses  and  Hotel  ... 

13 

77 

12 

— 

6 

Cafes  

16 

49 

10 

— 

10 

School  Canteens  

12 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Bed  and  Breakfast  

39 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Vans  and  Stalls  

12 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

506 

— 

— 

— 

Butcher’s  Shops  

5 

80 

2 

— 

— 
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SHOPS 

Nearly  all  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  houses 
and  shops — being  mainly  family  concerns. " Three  of  the  Butchers’ 
Shops  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  and  their  products  are  of  excellent  standard,  and  one 
cannot  but  compare  them  in  palatability  with  the  mass  produced  loaf 
of  the  multiple  bakeries. 

ICE  CREAM 

Ice  Cream  is  not  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  22  registrations 
are  held  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream.  21  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  Ice  Cream  retailer  was  apprehended  at  the  end  of  the  year  for 
selling  ice  cream  in  what  was  regarded  as  an  unsatisfactory  vehicle — 
lacking  hot  and  cold  water,  washing  facilities  and  being  generally  dirty, 
etc. — in  fact  9 complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Magistrates’  Court 
for  hearing. 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  under-mentioned  food  was  seized  during  the  year  (all  being 
voluntarily  surrendered); — 

4 X lib.  13oz,  tin  Bartlett  Pears  (South  African). 

1^  cwt.  Beef. 

2 X 91b.  8oz.  tin  Boiled  Ham  (Danish). 

21b.  5oz.  Brisket  and  Neck  of  Beef. 

6 X lib.  3oz.  tins  of  Garden  Peas  (Smedleys). 

21b.  4oz.  Leg  Fillet  of  Lamb  (frozen). 

3 X 7oz.  tins  of  Corned  Beef  (Libby’s). 

One  complaint  was  made  during  the  year  of  dirty  loaf  of  bread, 
which  on  analysis  proved  to  be  oil,  but  insufficient  evidence  was 
available  to  bring  the  multiple  baker  before  a Magistrates’  Court. 

MILK 

Full  co-operation  with  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  was 
maintained  during  the  year  for  three  monthly  sampling  schedule  of 
producer/retailers  within  the  district.  Every  sample  taken  during  the 
year  proved  to  be  satisfactory  in  the  absence  of  B.  Abortus  and  being 
of  good  keeping  quality.  The  number  of  samples  taken  was  96. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

The  16  licensed  premises  within  the  area  were  generally  well 
maintained  during  the  year  and  the  standard  of  catering  and  food 
handling  was  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS 

There  are  12  Local  Authority  School  Canteens  within  the  area  and 
the  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  of  these  is  high — one  only 
does  not  reach  a good  structural  high  standard — Llangernyw,  but  this 
will  be  superseded  during  the  year  by  a new  school  and  canteen. 
There  are  two  private  boarding  schools  within  the  area  with  their  own 
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canteens — one  a girls’  school  and  the  other  a Field  Studies  Centre,  the 
latter  of  which  has  a very  high  standard  indeed.  It  is  felt,  however, 
that  there  should  be  some  system  of  assuring  medical  examination  ot 
food  handlers,  in  such  establishments  as  in  Local  Authority  schools. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  neither  are  there  any  fish  frying  premises. 

SLAUGHTERING 

Slaughtering  continued  in  the  one  licensed  premises  in  the  district 
— Coed-y-Celyn,  Betws-y-Coed.  100%  inspection  was  maintained  during 
the  period,  although  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering  necessitates 
regular  working  on  Sunday  and  Statutory  holidays,  together  with  one 
or  two  evenings  a week.  Having  regard  to  the  small  throughput, 
however,  and  the  considerable  inconvenience  which  would  thereby  be 
caused  to  the  butchers  concerned,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  restrict 
the  hours  of  slaughtering  as  provided  for  under  the  Meat  Inspection 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1966. 

A joint  service  is  in  existence  with  the  Llanrwst  Urban  District 
Council  to  ensure  that  the  meat  inspectors  of  the  respective  Authori- 
ties reciprocate  during  the  holidays  or  periods  of  indisposition.  A tree 
reciprocal  service  up  to  a maximum  of  30  hours  in  any  one  year  is 
given,  and  thereafter  at  a charge  of  15/-  per  hour. 

The  meat  produced  from  this  slaughter-house  is  undoubtedly  of 
excellent  quality,  diseased  only  to  a very  minor  extent  normally  to 
the  organs  by  fluke  or  abscesses.  General  slaughtering  practice  is  good, 
but  much  opposition  was  encountered  from  the  butchers  upon  the 
insistence  of  the  abolition  of  the  use  of  wiping  cloths. 

Charges  made  for  inspection  are  as  laid  down  in  the  Regula- 
tions, viz..  Beef,  2/6d.;  Calf  or  Pig,  9d.;  Sheep  or  Lamb,  6d. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  for  the  year. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


BEEF— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  Nil 

(b)  Part  Carcases  12 

lbs. 

Distomatomatic  and/or  Cirrhotic...  130 

Abscessed  30 

Bruised  16 

PORK— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  Nil 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  Nil 

VEAL— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  Nil 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  Nil 

M'UTTON  and  LAMB— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  3 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  117 

lbs. 

Parastic  infection  (Fluke,  etc.)  30 

Abscessed  3 

Bruised  and/or  injured  36 

Emaciated  20 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1959 


lbs. 


176  lb. 


56 

33 


There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  26  which 
are  so  classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  total  number  of  factories  in  the  Rural  District  is  as  shown 
helow: — 

5 Sawmills 
7 Garages 
3 Bakehouses 
1 Waterworks 
1 Slaughterhouse 
1 Builders’  Yard 
1 Tailors 
7 Miscellaneous 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  4,427 

No.  of  Complaints  received  374 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  224 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  17 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  61 

Factories  and  Workshops  26 

Bakehouses  24 

Public  Conveniences  30 

Licensed  Premises  77 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  176 

Rodent  Control  181 

Schools  30 

Butchers’  Shops  80 

Other  Shops  and  Stalls  56 

Sewerage  Works  40 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  480 

Housing  740 

Drainage  568 

Infectious  Diseases  30 

Canteens  44 

Milk  Distributors  120 

Visits  to  Food  preparating  Premises  308 

Ice  Cream  Premises  50 

Miscellaneous  Visits  422 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection  506 

Visits  re  Offices  and  Shops  Act  20 


Total 


4,078 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  BI  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Service 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  carries  out  bacteriological  examinations 
of  water,  food  etc,,  to  detect  any  contamination.  Milk  is  also  examined  bacteriological!;;, 
and  biologically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella  abortus. 

Examination  of  throat  swabs,  blood,  faeces,  etc,,  are  also  carried  out  to  detect 
the  presence  of  bacterial  and  viruses. 

Ambulance  Service. 


The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the  n-umbers  refer 
to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  amb-olamces  and  the  mileage  covered  during  the  year;- 


Denbigh/ 

Ruthin, 

Llanrwst, 

Llangernyw, 

Cerrig,  Totals, 

Number  of  cases  conveyed 

- by  ambvilance. 

12,178 

1,294 

1,556 

104  15,132 

- sitting  case 

cars. 

8,851 

5,110 

31 

1,568  15,540 

Total  miles  travelled 

- by  ambulance. 

128,186 

14,906 

19,761 

1,202  164,055 

- sitting  case 

cars. 

77,598 

32,215 

250 

50,319  140,382 

Number  of  ambulances  per  station,  7 

1 

1 

1 

(disbanded  since 
July,  1968) 

Whether  manned  by  volunrary 
of  full-time  personnel. 

lEull-time 

Full-time 

and 

Voluntary, 

Full-time 

and 

Voluntary 

Voluntary 
No  amub lance 
at  present. 

Number  os  sitting  case  cars. 

7 

4 

1 

7 

Area  simmary: 

Number  of 

journeys. 

Number  of  cases.  Total  mileage 

Ambulances, 

4,874 

15,132 

164,055 

Sitting  Case  Cars, 

2,746 

15,540 

140,582 

Total, 

7,620 

30,672 

304,457 

Mental  Health  Service. 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  lyiedical  Officer  of  Health,  The 
Mental  Nelfare  Officer  for  the  area  is  l^Ir.  B,  Hughes,  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay, 
(Telephone  number,  Colwyn  Bay  5527l) . 


OrthQ-paedic  Clinic. 


This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Drill  Hall,  Llanrwst,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
of  every  month,  between  11  a.n*  and  1 p»m»  when  staff  from  the  Oswestry  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  attend. 

Clinics  are  held  in  hospitals  serving  the  area. 

Venerggl  Diseases  Clinic, 

These  clinics  are  held  as  follows 

H.  M.  Stanley  Hospital,  St,  Asaph.  Tuesday  4-30  - 6.50  p.m. 

VJar  Memorial  Hospital,  Wrexham.  Monday,  5—7  p»m.  (males) 

Wednesday,  5-7  p.m,  (females; 


Chironodv  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  by  appointment.  Patients 
are  referred  by  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors  and  District  Hurses,  A ^charge  of 
2/6  per  treatment  is  made.  The  number  of  persons  who  attended  this  dinic  during  the  year 
was  as  follows 

Llanrwst,  Clinic, 


ilverage  monthly  nuiuber  on  register 124 

Number  of  sessions  held  at  the  Clinic, • 92 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment 536 

Number  of  patients  attending  for  treatment 444 


Free  treatment  was  given  during  the  year  to  aged  persons  living  at  Bryn  Derwen  Home 
for  the  Aged,  The  nimiber  of  treatments  given  was  as  follows 


Number  of  sessions  held, 24 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment H4 

Number  of  patients  attending  for  treatment 113 


Family  Planning  Clinics, 

Clincis  are  held  as  follows ;- 
Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay, 

The  Clinic,  Fforddlas,  Hbyl, 

The  Clinic,  Prestatyn, 

1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham, 

Cervical  Cytology  Clinic. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows 
1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham, 

Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay, 


Monday,  2-30  - 3-30  p.m, 
Thursday,  7-8  p.m, 

Wednesday,  7-9  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  - 11  a,m, 

Thur s day , 2-430  p.m, 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday, 

6.15  - 7.30  p.m. 


Thursday,  5-30  - 8 p.m, 
(By  appointment  only) 
Friday,  5 - 8 p.m, 

(By  appointment  only) 


Following  ftequent  requests  by  the  Council  and  Llann^rst  Urban  District  Council, 
clinic  sessions  were  arranged  at  the  County  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst  on  3 
occasion  during  October,  84  wonen  requested  the  exanination  cmd  they  have  all  attended. 
Further  clinics  will  be  arranged  as  and  when  sufficient  requests  for  examination  are 
received.  Of  the  women  examined  none  vrero  found  to  have  cancer  of  the  cervix. 

Chest  Clinic. 


Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Bala,  Llandudno,  Rhyl  and  Denbigh, 
or  by  appointment  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  t/rexham. 

Infant  V/elfare  Clinic, 

Mothers  take  their  babies  to  'hne  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics  which  serve  the 
area  and  the  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Llann-fst.  Clan  Conway. 


Children  bom  in  1968: 

60 

14 

Children  bom  in  1967: 

81 

12 

Children  bom  in  1966/63 

147 

33 

Total  attendances:  Under  1 year 

1,030 

192 

1-5  years  - 

775 

235 

Llanrvfst  Clinic  ia  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1.30  p.m.  to  3*30  p«m,  and  at 
Gian  Conway  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  afternoons  in  each  month. 

Special  transport  to  the  clinic  is  provided  from  the  Llangem^af  and  Capel  Garmon 
area  as  there  are  no  convenient  buses.  The  following  shows  the  numbers  carried  during 
the  year, 

Number  of  visits,  Nrunber  carried. 

Mothers.  Babies. 

From  Capel  Garmon  and  Llangemyi'r  to 

Llanrwst,  3 8 12 

To  Llansannan  Clinic  from  surrounding 

areas,  11  65  67 

Welfare  Foods  are  available  at  the  clinics  every  session,  and  at  Llann-rst  also 
from  10  a,m,  every  Tuesday  and  on  Fair  Day  afternoons  (for  the  convenience  of  mothers 
from  rural  district). 

School  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  on  the  First  Wednesday 
of  every  month  (Fair  Day)  during  school  term  by  appointment. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic, 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows 

Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Col’tTyn  Bay,  Wednesday  and  Friday, (By  appointmen 

Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  l^Iills  Road,  Wrexham,  Thursday  and  Friday, (By  appointment 
Mercier  House  Clinicy  Russell  Road,  Rhyl,  Monday,  by  appointment. 


Pental  Clinin. 


junior;  Dyff^  Conway  oZSeS^sln^  ®d  junior;  Llanddoget  infants  and 
infants  and  juniors.  In  addition  children 'frorih^T??  junior;  Pentrefoelad 

Pentrefoelas:-  Tynyfelln,  Cerrigydridion^^f 

prsniaes  undor’'diffioultoL2tCS^OT^S°oli^L^at°soi”dLtm'’^^'*^^^^  carried  out  on  the 
that  pupils  concerned  lost  tino  rTTVii/^u  tj  xi  ^one  distance  away,  which  meant  • 
in  travelling  to  and  from  the  clinic.  The  use  spent  in  the  classroom) 

officers  * lost  time  through  broken  + + n mobile  clinic  also  minimizes  dental 

Mr.  Eeid  the  Dental  Office  operatin^^the  ’'®Pc°°e'i  both  by  parents  and  teaohe 

ancillaiy  staff  and  dni  \ ’ • "remarks  by  school  teaching  and 

interest  and  enthusiasm  for  it"^  Hb\i'Ao  risited  the  unit  show  without  exception 
Mrs.  Vlynne  and  thrs^Sf  at  UaArwst  Z l^e  kindnLs  of 

of  decorations  for  the  walls  of  the  unit.  presentation  of  a collection 

Prevention  of  Dental  Di.sen.Q^^ 

it  is  appropriate  to  note^the  SateLnt^wMdi^S^°?^^  health  service.  In  this  respodt, 
in  October,  1968.  He  said  "PluoridstoHi  + v,  ^ ^ nister  of  Health  made  to  Parliament 

five  more  fluoridation  schemes  have  started^^Le  "tAat,  since  April  of  this  year, 

2- S£  ii  SS-TSr  “C£t;  “• 

effioSy°anrsIfetrorfluorif  ZZ  ny  complete  faith  in  the 

offer  to  indemlfy  loLl  healtr^nthn^-?''®  ab^doned  the  tine  limit  attached  to  my 
the  cost  of  proceedings  broup-ht  on  tho^  ^ statutory  water  undertakings  against 
been  caused  by  ^luStS^  Prel^^  A " f have 

started  before  Au^S  ^drigbor  ^ indemnity  was  limited  to  proceedings 

School  Health  Attendant., 

testiiS\“d^“'“on1^d  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  routine 

hearing  and/or  vision  were  followeru^'a  *'ho  were  found  to  have  defective 

examination  wLS  nocesSa^  BZ  to  a consultant  for  further 

addition  to  viSn  ?es?^  ^ ® '^tsion  test  in 


The  number  of  children  tested  during  the  year  wa{>  as  follows 


Vision  Sweeos, 

iiudiometric  Sweeps . 

Colour  Vision  Tests 

• 

(boys) 

Number  of  children  tested:  - 

224 

54 

Number  of  children  satisfactoi^'’  - 

206 

51 

Nuiaber  of  defects  found;  ~ 

17 

3 

Number  referred  to  school  nurse:- 

17 

- 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic^ 

The  speech  theraphy  clinic  is  held  in  Llann-rst  each  week,  and  liaison  is  maintained 
v;ith  colleagues  in  the  Health  and  Education  Departments,  and  with  schools  in  the  district, 

¥e  are  most  fortunate  in  this  country  in  having  a Welsh  Speech  Therapist  and 
approximately  30/°  of  the  children  have  treatment  in  ViJelsh® 

The  speech  therapists  are  often  asked  to  coment  on  the  problems  encountered  by  a 
child  who  is  learning  to  speak  in  a bilingual  environment.  Most  children  acquire  two 
or  three  languages  quite  easilj^,  but  some  are  a little  slow  in  becoming  fluent.  They  may 
require  help,  and  it  is  often  advisable  to  use  one  language  for  a time  in  order  to  avoid 
confusion. 


The  speech  therapy  clinic  is  well  attended  and  parents  appear  to  be  most  grateful 
for  the  advice  and  treatment  offered, 

Nursina-  Servii6es. 


The  following  are  the  naraes  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff  serving  the  area;- 


Health  Visitors; 

Miss 

Mrs, 

Tuberculosis , 
Health  Visitors, 

Miss 

District  Nurses: 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Mrs, 

R,  H,  Jones,  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst, 

Telephone  No,  Llanrast.  545 

M,  R,  Roberts,  2 Cae  Llwyd,  Cerrigydrudion  (part  time) 

Telephone  Wo,  Cerrigydrudion  248 

E,  Leach  Jones,  Lpyn  Glas,  25  Bodrhyddan  Avenue,  Rhuddlan, 

Telephone  No,  Bhuddlan'’372, 

A,  M,  Ellwood,  Ffrith  Mair,  Tal^y-Cafn, 

Telephone  No,  Tynygroes  510 
Rhian  Jones,  2 Cae  Llwyd,  Cerrigydiudion. 

Telephone  No,  Cerrigydrudion  248 
M,  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangemyw. 

Telephone  Wo.  Llangemyw  207, 
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